This journal belo ngs to

Dear friend,

I have loved Kahlil Gibran’s The Prophet since I first read it many
years ago. I consider it to be one of the most beautiful books ever written –
and I am not alone. Gibran is one of the bestselling poets of all time with
millions of copies of The Prophet sold since it was first published in
1923. Gibran’s artworks, while less known, are equally beautiful. Their
fluid spiritual energy honours both the human form and the divine spirit
within and around us.
I wish to thank the Gibran National Committee for The Gibran
Museum in Beirut, Lebanon for granting us license to publish the
images featured herein and for their kind assistance in providing highresolution scans of the original art works. The Gibran Museum is housed
in the monastery Gibran purchased in 1926. After his death in 1931,
he was buried in the hermitage there as per his wishes. The contents of
Gibran’s New York studio were moved there in 1932 and the monastery
with his furniture, personal belongings, manuscripts and 440 original
paintings were transformed into a museum in 1975.
It is with immense pleasure that I present forty-two of Gibran’s paintings
with excerpts from The Prophet. I personally chose the images and the
quotes, and it is truly an honour and the realisation of a dream to share
them with you here. I trust they will inspire, move and guide you as they
have done me.
With love and light,
Toni Carmine Salerno

Then the gates of his heart were flung open, and his joy flew far over
the sea. And he closed his eyes and prayed in the silences of his soul.

When love beckons to you, follow him,
Though his ways are hard and steep.
And when his wings enfold you yield to him,
Though the sword hidden among his pinions may wound you.
And when he speaks to you believe in him,
Though his voice may shatter your dreams as the north wind lays
waste the garden.

Love gives naught but itself and takes naught but from itself.
Love possesses not nor would it be possessed;
For love is sufficient unto love.
When you love you should not say, “God is in my heart,”
but rather, “I am in the heart of God.”
And think not you can direct the course of love, for love,
if it finds you worthy, directs your course.

